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The substance of this little book has 
already appeared as a tract for general 
distribution, under the title of e hath 
borne our Griefs, and carried our Sor- 
rows;” but it was thought that, if a little 
extended, it might be useful to those for 
whom, as a Tract, it was not suited. The 
writer cannot pretend to much originality, 
as it consists, principally, of a condensed 
narrative of the events of Holy Week, as 
recorded in the four Gospels, with a few 
practical reflections upon the most im- 


portant of those events. 


LENT, 1867. 
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Lent, with its devout practices and solemn 
recollections, and its days spent either to the 
loss or gain of our souls, has nearly passed, 
and the church—who told us, at the begin- 
ning, of our Lord’s fasting and temptation — 
now that the end draws near, calls upon us to 
redouble our self-denials, and to watch with 


ber during the last week in which she tells us 


af 


of His Cross and Passion, His precious Death 
and Burial. 

The commemoration of our Lord's suffer- 
ings at this time has been kept from the very 
Arat ages of Christianity, and during this weck 
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the fast of Lent was always observed with 
greater strictness than in the preceding weeks. 
St. Epiphanius tells us that in his time—the 
fourth century— Christians who had the least 
fervour and zeal ate only bread with a little 
alt, and drank water but once a day, at 
evening, throughout Holy week. ö 
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This week is known in different countries 


by varivus names, but all have direct reference 
to the great event which then took place. In 
England it is called “Passion Week,” and 
also Holy Week,“ from those devout exer- 
cisos which Christians formerly practised. In 
Wales it is the Week of the Cross.“ But 
the most beautiful term, perhaps, is that by 
which it is known in Germany and Denmark 
—the “Still Week, —setting forth its ab- 
stractions from worldly labours, and its holy 
quiet. In the East it is called the “ Great 
Week.” St. Chrysostom says, “It was called 
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the great week,’ not because it consisted of: 
longer days, or more in number, than other 
weeks, but becanso at this time great things 
were wrought for us by our Lord; for in 
this week the ancient tyranny of the devil“ 
was dissolved ; death was extinct; the strong 
man bound, his goods were spoiled ; sin was 
abolished; the curse was destroyed ; paradiso 
was opened; heaven became accessible; men 
and angels were joined together; the middle 
wall of partition was broken down; the bar- 
riera were taken out of the way; the God of 
peace made pcace between things in heaven 
and things in earth; therofore it was called 
“the great week.’ Therefore in this week 
many increase their labours; some adding to 
their fastings, others to their watchings, others 
give more liberal alms, testifying the greatness 
of the Divine goodness by their care of good 
works, and more intense piety and holy living. 
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As the Jews went forth to meet Christ, when 
He raised Lazarus from the dead, sonow not 
only one city, but all Christendom, go forth 
to meet Him: not with palm branches in 
their hande, but with almedeeds, humility, 
virtue, fastings, prayers, watehings, and all 
sorts of piety, which they offer to Christ 
their Lord.” 

Let us endeavour—not only during this 
week, but always—to imitate those ancient 
Christians. St. Paul compares this life to a 
race, and as every one who runs a race lives 
temperately, so much more should we, who 
are striving for an eternal crown; and he adds, 
“But I keep under my body, and bring it 
into subjection.” Let us, then, increase our 
alms, our labours, our watchings, and fastings; 
so shall we be made sharers of their joys 
when He comes again to reward every one 
according to his deeds. 
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The first day of this “ Holy Week ” has a 
variety of names, but in England it is known 
as “Palm Sunday, on account of the palm 

¡ branches which the multitude spread in the 
| way of our Lord as He went in procession to 
Jerusalem. In some places abroad, it is 
customary to decorate the churches with palm 
and olive; and palms are given to the con- 
gregation, who carry them in procession round 
| the church, singing psalms and hymns. 
| On Wednesday, the Jews, in their great 
| Council, resolved upon their plan of taking 
¡ away the life of Christ by charging Him with 
various crimes before Pontius Pilate. And 
` they agreed with the apostate Judas as to the 
| price of the betrayal. In Ireland this day is 
| appropriately named “Spy Wednesday.” . 
The Thursday in this week is called 
« Maundy Thursday,” from the Latin word 
mandalum, meaning commandment, from the 
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words of our Lord to His disciples, “A new 


commandment I give unto you, that ye love ; 


one another.” In imitation of our Lord, who 
washed His disciples’ feet on this day, and 


carrying out the command that we should | 


love each other, it was customary for Bishops, 
Sovereigns, and Nobles to wash the fect of 
the poor—a coremony still observed in many 
places abroad. In England, the Sovereign 
still causes numerous gifts to be distributed 
to the poor, which are called the Maundy.” 
In ancient times, the penitents who were put 
out of the Church on Ash- Wednesday were on 
this day received back again. 

On Friday, our blessed Saviour was cruci- 
fied; and because of the unspeakably guod 
things Ho then purchased for us by His death 
it is called Goop Fripay. 

On “Holy Saturday,”—or “Easter Eve" 
our Lord's body lay in the tomb, and it was 
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The Wuy of the Cross. 13 


customary'in the early ages of tho Church to 
fast on this day, not only till evening, but till 
cock-crowing in the morning—the supposed 
time of our Saviour's resurrection. And the 
preceding time of the night was spent in 
praying, preaching, and baptizing such of the 
newly-converted as presented themselves. 
Having now seen what some of the ancient 
practices were which the Church observed 
during this “Holy Week,” let us reflect for a 
short time on the events which they were 
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intended to illustrate. And may we not only 
think over, but also endeavour to “follow in 
the blessed steps of His most holy life,” not 
only during this week, but until we, like Him, 
are called upon to give up our life. 
And during this week, let us avail ourselves 
of every opportunity which may be given us 
of joining in the public prayers of the Church. 
| There is hardly a church in the land which 
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has not some special services at this time, and 
there are few of us so situated as not to be 
able to take some part in those special means 
of grace which are presented to us. Let us 
see, then, that we neglect not “the assembling 
of ourselves together during this hallowed 
season. 
t O Thou who through this Holy week 
Didst suffer for us all, 


The sick to heal, the lost to seck, 
To raise up them that fall— 


O grant us, Lord, with Thee to die, 
With Thee to risc anew ; 

Grant us the things of earth to fly, 
The things cf heaven pur ue.“ 
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Halm Sunday. 


St. Luke tells us in his Gospel that Jesus, 
who was then at Bethany, a village about two 
miles from Jerusalem, sent two of His dis- 
ciplcs to fetch an ass on which He should ride 
into the city. He had often walked into 
Jerusalem, but now He would ride; thus 
fulfilling what had been foretold of Him 
by the prophet Zechariah, as referred to by 
St. Matthew: Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt 
the foal of an ass.“ 

The period of our Lord's mortal life was 
rapidly approaching its end. He had come 


a 
from His Father's throne in heaven, to seek 
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and save the lost sheep of the house of 
Isruel,“ to save His people from their sins,” 
and ſor three years He had gone about 
amongst them, healing their sick, feeding 
their hungry, giving sight to their blind, 
restoring their dead to life, and in every 
variety of form had been doing good to them. 
And now at last the multitude acknowledged 
His goodness, and sought to make Him their 
King. They spread their garments in tho 
way, they cut down palm branches, carrying 
them in their hands, and strewing them in 
the road, crving before Him and after Him, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna 
in the Highest.” And by all the means in 
their power they endeavoured to make His 
triumph as public and real as possible; so 
much so that the whole city was moved, 
saying, “Who is this?” He had entered 
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Jerusalem many times before, but never atter | 
this manner. 
“ Sion, lift up thy voice and sing; 
Praise thy Saviour and thy King; 
Praise with hymns thy Saviour true. 
Strive thy best to praise Him well, 
Yet doth He all praise excel; 
None can ever reach His due.” 

We may imagine how exultant His disciples 
and followers were at this triumph, and—in 
the spirit which, later on, caused St. Peter to 
draw the sword—were, doubtless, hoping soon 
to crush their Master’s enemies under their 
fect. 

But how did that Master receive all this 
homage? His countenance, His eye, shewed 
no sign of pleasure or triumph. He knew 
too well that the very same multitudes who 
would now make Him their King, would 
in five short days shout, We will not have 


| this man to reign over us; and more than 
B 


| 


meee a 


——ů — U——— A 
— the ————— . — 


E s ———————— 


gr nn — 


18 The Way of the Cross. 


— —— — TI — 


that, they would thirst for His blood, and . 


rather than that He should escape their 


hatred, would prefer a common robber and 
murderer to Him. 

How uncertain is the heart of man! They 
knew not the God whom they rejected, but 
they shall know when He comes again in 
Judgment at the Last Day. It shall tlien no 
more be said, Who is this? for all shall 
know Him, both Jew and Gentile, from the 
least to the greatest. 
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Oh, let us not be like those perfidious Jews ; 


-—one day professing great love and zeal for 
Christ, and the next by our sins crucifying 
Him afresh. Oh, let us be earnest in our 
resolve to follow Him; let no temptation 
draw us aside; let us come freely to Him, as 
He has invited us. O that He may pour 
upon us His Holy Spirit, that we may lock 
upon Him whom we have pierced, and 
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endeavour for the future to love Him who 
endured so much for us. 

As our Lord came near the city, He wept 
over it, saying, “If thou hadst known, even 
thou, in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes.” He was their true peace, but 
they knew it not. They knew not the day 


, 


of their visitation.” Let us take warning by 
these Jews! Jesus is calling to us to come to 
Him- it may be for the last time. Oh, let us 
not neglect His call! Let us not neglect this 
our day! Next year—next Holy Week—it 
may be too late; the things which belong to 
our peace may then be hid from our eyes. 
“NOW is the accepted time; NOW is the 
day of our salvation.” 

When our Lord reached Jerusalem, He 
went at once to the Temple, where, no doubt, 
He saw many things to displcasc Him. We 
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next read of certain Greeks who came to 
Philip and asked to see Jesus, but whether 
from curiosity or from any better motive 
we are not told. And then we read that 
when “' eventide was come, He went out unto 
Bethany with the twelve.“ 


„Glory, praise, and honour be, 
Christ, our Lord, alone to Thee— 
Thee, to Whom, their Heavenly King, 
Children loud Hosannas sing. 


Thee the sons of Salem greet; 
Thee with palms go forth to meet; 
Thec, with hymn, and prayer, and vow, 
We rejoice to welcome now. 


Ours be conquest pure and calm, 
Lifted hearts, our boughs of palm ; 
While our voices sing to Thee 
This our song of viotory.“ 
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CR wap. 


On this day our Lord, with His disciples, 
returned to Jerusalem. On their way thither, 
they passed a fig-tree covered with leaves, 
and our Lord, being hungry, came up to it, 
but found nothing thereon. The fig-tree 
generally bears the fruit before the leaves; if, 
therefore, a fig-tree was seen covered with 
leaves, it would be supposed to have fruit. 
Our Lord, then, not finding fruit, pronounced 
His curse upon the tree: “ Letno fruit grow on 
thee henceforward for ever!”” and it withered 
away. Now, why was the tree cursed? Not 
only because it was barren, but, also because 
it was false. What a lesson for us! Are we like 
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the ‘Scribes and Pharisees, hyvoerttes,”” who 
made long prayers in the streets to be seen 
of men? We call ourselves Christians; but 
how little fruit we bear! Owtwardly, full of 
devotion, perhaps; while inwardly, ‘‘full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.” 

To stand like the fig-tree, and bring forth 
no fruit, will expose the lifeless professor to 
be cut down and cast into the fire. 

O Holy Jesus, teach us to think of that day 
when our account will be made up; that when 
Thou comest looking for fruit in us we may 
not be barren, but may have the fruit of 
good lives to offer Thee, acceptable to Thy 
Divine mercy! 

When our Lord reached the Temple, He 
found there a number of people buying and 
felling, whom He turned out, as He had done 
before at the beginning of His ministry. He 

also overturned the tables of the money- 
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When we enter God's house, it should be 
| with humble, reverent hearts; but do we not 
often go with our minds full of the world and 
its business, or because it is respectable, and 
that we may be thought well of? 

Let us, when we enter His house of prayer, 
always remember His presence, and, putting 
away all worldly thoughts, worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. 

These acts of our Lord so offended the 
Priests that they tried to seize Him; but His 
time had not yet come. He afterwards healed 
manv blind and lame who came to Him. It 


L 
| changers. Here again is a lesson for us! 
i 
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must have been a difficult thing for many of 
those poor people to como to Him, afflicted as 
they were; but they thought no trouble too 
great so that they might be healed. We, too, 
‘are infirm and bowed down by sin; but are 
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we as anxious for our souls as these people 
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were for their bodies? If we are, we have 
only to seek Christ by prayer, and He will 
hear us, and at once heal all our wounds. He 
Himself has said, Ask, and ye shall receive; 
seck, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you.” And St. Augustine, in 
commenting upon this promisc, writes: Other 
hope have we none, amid the manifold evils 
of this present world, than to knock in prayer, 
to believe and maintain the belief firm in the 
heart that the Father only gives thee not 
what He knows is not expedient for theo; for 
thou knowest what thou dost desire; He 
knows what is good for thee.“ 

In the evening, we are told, our Lord 
returned to Bethany. 


40 Lord of life, to Thee we call, 
Affficted at Thy feet we fall: 
When the great water-floods prevail, 
Leave not our trembling hearts to fail. 
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Friend of the friendless and the faint, 
Where shall we pour our sad complaint ? 
Where but to Thee, whose open door, 
Invites the helpless and the poor ? 


Did ever sinner plead with Thee, 

And Thou reject his lowly plea? 

Doth not Thy word still pledged remain, 
That none shall seek Thy face in vain? 


Then hear, O Lord, our humble cry, 

And bend on us Thy pitying eye! 

To Thee our contrite prayer we make; 
Hear us, dear Lord, for Thy Name’s sake!” 
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This was the last day of our Saviour's 
public ministry; and on leaving Bethany, He 
proceeded as before to Jerusalem, wherc He 
taught in the Temple by means of parables— 
that of the father and his two sons; then that 
of the householder, who after sending his 
servants to the vineyard, sent last of al his 
son, thinking that the husbandmen, who had 
killed all his former messengers, would respect 
his son; but “they caught him, and cast him 
out of the vineyard, and slew him.” 

In this parable He predicted His own 
treatment by the Jews. Before He came into 
the world, He was rejected in the persons of 
His servants the prophets. When He Himself 
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came, the same was acted over again. And 
now, in three short days, they were going to 
put Him to death. 

Then our Lord spako of Himself as the 
once rejected stone, now become the Head 
Stone of the corner. And then He told them 
the parable of the marriage of the King's Son, 
and the man who appeared without a wedding 
garment. 

Are we like this man who had not on a 
wedding garment? if so, we shall, like him, 
be cast into outer darkness. The wedding 
garment is the righteousness of Christ. He 
who makes the feast provides the garments 
for the guests to wear. He who died for 
our souls has brought in our everlasting 
righteousness. This is the garment of our 
salvation. ‘This we must have, and we must 
wear it before God, or else we have no peace, 
no acceptance with Him. 
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Our Lord then told them the parable of the 
ten virgins, and the talents. Then, before 
leaving the Temple, He saw the widow cast 
her two mites—her all—into the Treasury, 
and told them how He valued the smallest 
deed of love and self-denial. 

On leaving the Temple, for the last time, 
He foretold its destruction, and proceeded to 
the Mount of Olives, accompanied by Peter, 
James, Andrew, and John; where He spake 
to them of the future of His Church, and 
what should happen to it. He then told them 
of Antichrist and the Judgment Day. 

When they had returned to Bethany, we 
are told that “ there came unto Him a woman, 
having an alabaster box of very precious 
ointment, and poured it on His head.” 

Are we like this poor woman, who thought 
nothing too costly to offer her Lord? Do we 
give liberally of our best to relieve the wants 
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of His poor, or to beautify His house? “We 
brought nothing into this world; and it is 
certain we can take nothing out.” All that 
we have came from Bim. Let us, then, 
imitate the example of this blessed woman, 
and give liberally to Him of what He first 
guve to us. 

But, above all, do we give our whole hearts 
to Him? It may be that we have nothing 
but ourselves to offer; then let us offer our- 
selves. This will please Him better than any 
other gift. 


“ Fountain of good, to own Thy love 
Our thankful hearts incline ; 
What can we render, Lord, to Thee, 
When all the worlds are Thine? 


Thy face with reverence and with love 
We in Thy poor would see ; 

O may we minister to them, 
And in them, Lord, to Thee!” 


The Way of the Cross. 
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This day our Lord, most probably, passed 
in quiet at Bethany, together with His 
disciples. One of them, however, was absent 
—this was Judas. Satan had taken possession 
of him, and he was now in the Council 
Chamber at Jerusalem, along with the chief 
priests and scribes, arranging with them the 
price for which he would betray his Master to 
them. And they were glad, and covenanted 
to give him money; and he promised, and 
sought opportunity to betray Him unto them.” 
How hardened, how blinded he was, thus to 
betray one from whom he had received so 
much Jove - and kindness during the three 
Fears he had been with Him! 

How pained and grieved must our Lord 
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have been! for He knew what was passing 
Letween His false disciple and His enemies— 
the haggling and bargaining—the one trying 
how much he could get, the others striving 
how little they could give. How the tender 
heart of Jesus must have yearned towards 
him, and mourned over his fall! It is true 
that he did afterwards repent, but it was the 
repentance of despair; for we are told that 
when his Master was condemned, he went and 
hanged himself. 

How different to the repentance of St. Peter 
when he had denied his Lord! St. Paul tells 
us of two kinds of repentance— Godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation, not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death.“ The one was the repentance 
of St. Peter, the other that of Judas. 

Is there any of us who could have acted so 
bascly P We think we could not. We say 
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to curselves, “If I had been made the friend 
and companion of the gentle and loving 
Jesus, I could not have been so cold, so 
insensible to His goodness, as thus to have 
sold Him into the hands of His enemies.” 
And yet, are we not constantly doing this ? 
If, to get some supposed temporal good, we 
do that which we know to be wrong—if we 
take that which is not ours, if we rob our 
employer, or waste his time, or give up doing 
that which we know to be right, because the 
world will laugh at us—are we not selling 
Him? Better to be as poor as He was all vur 
lives, than to betray Him in this manner. 

Covetousness was the besetting sin of Judas, 
It was the love of money which made him 
blame Mary when she poured the precious 
ointment upon the head and feet of our 
Lord; and it was the love of money which 
now caused him to sell his Master. 
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Let us, then, take warning by the example 
of Judas, and in all our actions endeavour to 
please God by seeking the true riches, which 
will not only give us peace and ease of mind 
in this world, but in the next, Eternal Life 
with Him who for our sakes was thus betrayed 
unto death. | 

0 Lord, direct our steps aright, 
Help us Thy Name to fear; 


And give us grace to watch and pray, 
And strength to persevere. 


Then may we close our eyes in death, 
Free from distracting care; 

For death is life, and labour rest, 
If Thou art with us there.” 
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Maundy FEbusday. 


We know very little of our Saviour's pro- 
ceedings on the earlier part of this day; most 
likely he passed it quietly at Bethany. But 
in the evening, we aretold that He went with 
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the twelve to Jerusalem, and ate His last 
meal with them; and while eating He told 
them, One of you which eateth with Me 
shall betray Me.” How astonished they must 
have been at that announcement! That one of 
themselves, who had been with Him through 
all His labours, who had shared His privations 
and persecntions, should now turn against 
Him! Well might each one ask, Is it I?” 
Towards the end of supper, our Lord, St. John 
tell Jus, girded Himself with a towel, and 
taking water in a basin, washed the feet of 
TCC 
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His disciples. He then returned to the table, 
and shortly afterwards gave Judas the sop, 
who, on receiving it, went out immediately. 
All this took place before the institution of 
the Holy Communion, as will be seen by 
reading together the accounts given by St. 
Matthew and St. John. And now that Judas 
has gone out into the dark night, on his dark 
and dreadful errand, our Lord proceeds to 
institute that great legacy of His love which 
He has bequeathed to us through His Church 
—the Holy Communion of His Body and 
Blood. l 

How great must have been the love of our 
dear Lord who, though the time of His bitter 
agony was so near, should still be so mindful 
of us asto give us this last and greatest gift 
—even Himself—to strengthen and sustain us 
in ovr daily struggle with the world, the flesh, 
and the devil! 
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We cannot understand this mystery, but 
He has said—and we repose in humble faith 
upon His word—‘ Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye 
have no life in you.“ To those who believe 
in Him, these words are no difficulty, for He 
has said it, 

Let us, then, not neglect this pledge of His 
affection, but during this Holy week let us so 
prepare ourselves that on Easter Morn we 
may be united to.Him in this sacred Feast. 
And let our prayer be always, Lord, ever- 
more give us this Bread!” 


$ Jesu! Shepherd of the sheep; 

Thou Thy flock in safety keep. 
Living Bread ! Thy life supply; 
Strengthen us, or else we die; 

Fill us with celestial grace : 
Thou, who feedest us below! 
Source of all we have or know! 
Grant that with Thy saints above, 
Sitting at the feast of love, 

We may see Thee face to face I” 
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Our Lord then told His disciples that He 
was about to leave them, and commanded 
them to love one another; and after comfort- 
| ing them with the hope of heaven, promised 
| to send the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and 
| left His peace with them. He then compared 
| Himself to a vine, of which they were the 
branches; told them of the office of the Holy 
| Ghost, and of their own as apostles, and of 
| the tribulation they would have to endure as 
such, and again comforted them by the promise 
of the Comforter, and of His own Resurrection 
and Ascension. He then assured them that 


| 
| prayers to the Father in His name should be 
! granted, and promised that although in the 
world they should have tribulation, yet in 
Him they should have peace. 

O Jesus, in saying to Thy apostles, Pence 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you,” 
' Thou hast promised to all Thy Church that 
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peace which the world cannot give; peace 
with thee, peace with ourselves. Let nothing, 
O Lord, ever interrupt this holy peace; let 
nothing ever separate us from Thee, to whom 
we heartily desire to be united! 

Our Lord then prayed to His Father to 
glorify Him, and to preserve His apostles in 
unity and truth—“ Holy Father, keep through 
Thine own Name those whom thou hast 
given Me, that they may be one, as We are.” 
„Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on Me through their 
word, that they all may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee: that they 
also may be ong in Us; that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me.” 

Our dear Lord, although He had upon His 
mind all the sufferings which He was shortly 
to undergo, was still anxious for us and 

our spiritual welfare. Looking forward into 
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the future, He saw the manifold divisions 
that would arise amongst those who profess 
and call themselves Christians—amongst those 
who profess to believe in the unity of the 
Three Persons in one God.” 

O that men would think more of their 
Lord's earnest prayer for Unity, instead of 
separating themselves from those with whom 
they may happen to differ—often on the most 
trifling grounds—and thus adding another 
rent to the seamless robe of Christ! O that 
all would labour earnestly to restore that 
unity which has been so grievously broken, 
and instead of looking to see how many 
points of difference there may be between 
themselves and those from whom they are 
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separated, they would try to find out as many 


points of agreement as possible; then would | 
there be great hope that the broken unity of ' 
the Church would be restored. O that all 
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would labour for this object! Charity would 
more abound, and the cause of Christ be 
advanced. One of the greatest hindrances to 
Missionary work in heathen countries is the 
animosity and tbe differences which exist 
between the Church and her opponents. No 
longer can it be said as in the days of heathen 
Rome, See how these Christians love one 
another!” 

Let us strive all we can to restore this 
charity. In the words of the prophet, “Stand 
ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls.” St, 
Augustine, in writing on this subject, says, “I 
fly from the chaf, that I may not be it; but 
I fly not from the floor, lest I be nothing.” 

Let our daily prayer be, O Trinity in 
Unity, keep us through Thine own Name; 
that we may be one as Thou art!“ 
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One God and Father of us all, 

On whom Thy Church and people call; 
Oh, may we one communion be, 

One with each other, one with Thee ! 

After this prayer of our Lord, we are told, 
they sung a hymn, and then went out into 
the Mount of Olives, and across the brook 
Cedron to the garden of Gethsemane, where 
He withdrew Himself from them, and kneeling 
down with His face to the ground He prayed, 


| —“0, my Father, if it be possible, let this 


cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as Thou wilt.“ And so great was His 
agony that He sweat great drops of blood. 
And why was this intense agony? He knew, 
with that foreknowledge which belonged to 
His Godhead, of the sufferings He would 


= undergo on the morrow; and He also knew— 


and it was this which agonized Him most— 
that for millions and millions living and 
unborn, those sufferings, that blood-shedding 
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would be in vain—that they would rot have 


Was there ever such agony as His? Adam's 
sin, our sins, the sins of all those who wi!l 
ever live on this earth, were crushing Him 
down. If we saw beforehand the troubles 
and sorrows we Should have to endure, they 
would be more than we could bear. God in 
His mercy has ordered it otherwise. But Ile 
knew all His sufferings beforehand. Every 
word that the prophets had foretold of His 
sufferings was known to Him, and He knew 
that all were about to be fulfilled. He was 
bearing our griefs, and carrying our sorrows. 
Was there ever sorrow like unto His sorrow? 
He felt exactly what we feel, only in an 
infinite degree. In poverty; in weariness ; 
in hunger; in the hatred of enemies; in the 
coldness of friends; in the treachery of com- 
panions; in shame; in persecution; His actions 
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misrepresented; His motives misunderstood ; 
in pain and suffering; in agony of mind; in 
torture of body; in all the attendant anguish 
of death upon the accursed tree. Is there 
any possible form of distress that can befal us 
which was not tasted, to the full, by the Man 
of Sorrows? Is there any trial that we cannot 
take to Jesus, and rely upon His sympathy ? 
“I walk the earth with careless step, 
Smile at the sunshine, breathe the air, 


Do my own will, nor ever heed 
Gethsemane and Thy long prayer. 


Shall it be always thus, O Lord? 
Wilt Thou not work this hour in me 
The grace Thy passion merited— 
Hatred of self and love to Thee?” 


After rising from His knees, He returned 
to His sleeping disciples. He ‘looked and 
there was none to help,” “ He trod the wine- 
press alone. Three several times Hereturned 
to them, each time to find them asleep. 


r 
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While speaking to them, Judas came with 
a great multitude, and going up to our Lord, 
betrayed Him with a kiss and the words, 
“ Hail, Master!” He was then taken to 
Cuiaphas the high priest, where the scribes 
and the elders were assembled. And having 
procured false witnesses, who testified against 
Him, they condemned Him as guilty of death. 
„Then did they spit in His face, and buffetted 
Him: and others smote Him with the palms 
of their hands.” He “hid not His face from 
shame and spitting.” ‘ His visage was so 
marred more than any man, and His form 
more than the sons of men.” “He was 
oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened 
not His mouth; He was brought as a lamb to 
theslaughter, and as a sheep before her shearcrs 
is dumb, so He opened not His mouth.” 
: But where were the disciples? We are 


told that when their Master was taken by the 
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multitude, they all forsook Him and fled. But 
after a little time St. John returned, and was 
let into the hall. St. Peter was outside, but, 
at the request of St. John, was admitted, and 
warmed himself by the fire. Whilein the hall, 
he was asked three several times if he was not 
one of Christ's disciples, but each time with 
cursing and swearing he denied all knowledge 
of Him; and on the third time, “the Lord 
turned and looked upon Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He 
had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny Me thrice.“ And how great was 
the feeling of deep, heartfelt sorrow «which 
came over him! One look from his Master 
was enough to melt him into tears, for he 
went out and wept bitterly.” What a lesson 
to ur is this fall of St. Peter! Have not we 
denied our Master when the world has jeered 
at us for being religious? And have not we 
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joined with others in laughing and ridiculing 
things eacred # If we have fallen, if we have 
denied him—and who has not P—let us think 
of St. Peter's fall and repentance, and the 
complete forgiveness he received. And may 
the Lord turn and look upon us as He did 
upon Peter! Oh, let us stand up boldly for 
Christ! The world does not care, and never 
did care, about sin, or about self-denial, or 
about the Cross. The world would draw us 
away from the Man or Sorrows, but if we 
wish to be with Him when this life is done, 
we must follow Him now. How can we 
expect to wear His Crown THEN, if we will 
not help to carry His Cross now w̃ By taking 
up our Cross, we may be made, in some small 
degree, like unto Him, being partakers of 
His sufferings. 
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E5000 Friday. 


Very early on this morning, the chief priests 
and scribes having consulted together how 
they should put Jesus to death, led Him to 
their council; and after hearing His own 
assertion that he was the Son of God, they 
brought Him to Pilate; but he, after asking 
many questions, wished to release Him ; but 
the Jews would not have it so, and he there- 
fore sent Him to Herod, the Governor of 
Galilee —hoping by this means to get rid of 
the responsibility. But the charge made 
before Herod was so vague and uncertain that 
he could not sentence Him to death ; so after 
mocking Him and arraying Him in a gor- 
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geous robe, he was obliged to send Him back 
to Pilate uncondemned. After many efforts on 
the part of Pilate to release Him— which the 
Jews would not allow—he said, I have found 
no cause of death in Him; I will therefore 
chastise Him and let Him go.” The soldiers 
therefore took Him and scourged Him till, 
faint and exhausted from the agony of body 
and mind, He could scarcely bear up under 
the cruel blows which were inflicted. “ I 
gave my back to the smiter, and my check to 
them that plucked out the hair.“ 

Then they put on Him a purple robe, and 
wove a crown of thorns, and placed it on His 
head; they put a reed in His hand, and bent 
the knee before Him, saying, ‘‘ Hail, King of 
the Jews!“ Then they spat in His face, and 
smote Him on the head. Pilate then brought 
Him out to the people and said, “Behold the 
Man!” but they shouted, “Crucify Him, 
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erucify Him!” till at last he gave way, and 
the King of heaven and earth was consigned 
to a disgraceful death. 

It was for us Thou didst suffer, O blessed 
Jesus; it was for our sins Thou wast con- 
demned to die. O grant that we may detest 
them from the bottom of our hearts, and 
by this repentance obtain Thy mercy and 
pardon! 

A heavy cross is now laid upon His bruised 
shoulders, and, bowed down with its weight, 
He sets slowly forth on the way to Calvary, 
amidst the insults of the crowd. His agony 
in the garden has exhausted His body; He is 
sore with blows and wounds; His strength 
fails Him; He falls to the ground, and is 
unable to proceed, so they seize and compel 
Simon of Cyrene to carry His cross. 

At last they reach C vary, where His 
garments are torn from His bleeding hody, 
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The cross is laid upon the ground, and Jesus 
is stretched upon it. The hammer is raised; 
the blows are struck; the nails are driven 
through the quivering hands and fect; the 
blood gushes forth! 


“O come all ye in whom abide 
The deadly stains of sin, 
Come! wash in this allecleansing Blood, 
And ye shall be inade clean.” 


O Jesns! nailed to the cross, fasten our 
hearts there also, that they may be united to 
Thee until death shall come to us, and we 
shall have yielded up our souls to Thee ! 

Oh, how great was the love Jesus had for 
us, which caused Him thus to suffer and to 
die! It was not the nails which really fastened 
Him to the cross; for if He had willed, He 
could have released Himself from it. It was 
love that bound Him to the cross; it was love 

to us that fastened Him to it. 
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For six long hours He has hung upon His 
transfixed hands, all rent and torn with the 
weight of His body. His blood has poured 
in streams from His wounded hands and feet ; 
and, in the midst of excruciating sufferings, 
He has pardoned His murderers, promised 
the bliss of paradise to the repentant thief, 
and committed His blessed Mother and be- 
loved disciple to each other's care. All is 
now finished, and bowing His head, He gives 
up the ghost. 

O Jesus! in that death we place our confi- 
dence. Henceforth make us to live only for 
Thee; and in dying, let us die loving Thee! 

“Come! fall beforc His cross, 
Who shed for us His blood ; 


Who died the victim of pure love, 
To make us sons of God.” 


It was three in the afternoon when our 
Lord died, and at six the Passover Sabbath 
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began; they therefore hastened to take Him 
down from the cross; and having wrapped 
His body in fine linen and spices, they laid 
Him in a new tomb, wherein was never man 
yet laid. There they laid Jesus.” 

And now, after reading of our Blessed 
Lord’s suffermgs, can we make this—as many 
do—a day of pleasure and amusement? Can 
any one, who really thinks of and loves His 
Saviour, make a holiday, be giddy, gay, and 
make merry on the day of His death on 
Calvary? NO f surely not. If we have lost 
any of our friends—our father, or mother, or 
children, do we think of making merry on 
the anniversary of such death? NO! then 
how can we take pleasure in merry-making 
on this great day, when Jesus suffered and 
DIED for US and OUR sins? Let us pray to 
God that we may never love Him so little as 
to use to our own pleasure a day so great, so 
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all-important to onr souls! Let us spend 
some portion, at least, of Good Friday in His 
house, in recollection of our sins, in public 
worship, in repentance, and in looking up to 
our crucified Saviour ! 

Jesus, Thou Man of Sorrows, who bore my 
griefs and carried my sorrows, who sufferedst 
so much for me—enable me to suffer a little 
with Thee! O meek and patient Redeemer, 
grant me so to suffer with Thee now, that by 
Thy sufferings I may be admitted into Thine 
eternal joys! 
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Snaturdan; or, Fuster HZ pe. 


On this day, the chief priests, fearing that 
the disciples would take away the body of 
their Lord, and say that He had risen from 
the dead, came to Pilate and besought him to 
make the sepulchre sure. Pilate said unto 
them, Ye have a watch; go your way, make 
it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch.”” His body, then, lay in the 
tomb all this day. All was over at last. We 
can imagine how desolate the disciples must 
have felt; He who had been their companion 
and their own familiar friend for so long a 
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time, was now dead, and His body lay in th 
silent tomb. | 

But where was Hissoul? The human body 
was in the grave: but where was the human 
soul? St. Peter—speaking by the Holy 
Ghost—tells us that He was put to death in 
the flesh, dut quickened by the spirit ; by which, 
also, He went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison. And St. Paul says, “Now that He 
ascended, what is it but that He also descended 
first into the lower parts of the earth ?” And 
He Himeelf had said to the repentant thief, 
„This day thou shalt be with Me in paradise,“ 
—that is, the place of departed spirits. The 
souls of all the holy men and women that 
ever lived—of Noah, of Abraham, of Isaac, 
of Jacob, of David, and of the prophets and 
servants of God, were there waiting and 
longing for the Redemption which He went 
to preach to them. Prophets saw, at last, 
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Him of whom they had prophesied. The 
pious heathen, too, saw that “unknown God” 
after whom they had felt, and the sight of 
whom must have filled them with gladness 
and joy. ¡Some day our souls will go to join 
that throng. and we too shall be looking 
forward to the Resurrection of the just made 
perfect; but it rests with ourselves now 
whether we shall them be sharers of their 
joys. 
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“ Resting from His work to-day, 
In the tomb the Saviour lay; 
Still He slept, from head to feet, 
Shrouded in the winding-shcet, 
Lying in the rock alone, 
Hidden by the sealed stone. 


Late at even there was seen, 
Watching long, the Magdalene ; 
Early, ere the break of day, 
Sorrowful, she took her way 

To the holy garden glade, 
Where her buried Lord was laid. 
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So with Thee, till life shall end, 
I would solemn vigil spend ; 

Let me hew Thee, Lord, a shrine 
In this rocky heart of mine, 
Where, in pure embalmed cell, 
None but Thee may ever dwel).” 

And now, dear reader, that Holy week has 
all but passed away, ask yourself a few prac- 
tical questions. How have you spent it? 
What use have you made of it? Has it been 
holy to you? Do you feel that you have 
made an advance in your spiritual life? Have 
you washed and made yourself white in the 
blood of the Lamb? Oh, if you have not, 
begin at once; it is not too late, even though 
it be the eleventh hour. Surely you cannot 
be indifferent to your fature state, whether it 
will be passed in happiness with your now 
glorified Saviour, or whether it will be spent 
in eternal miscry with the devil and his fallen 
angels! Oh, turn to Him at once! Let not 
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the night pass without having m your 
peace with Him, so that you may in some 
measure enter into the joys of His resurrection 
to-morrow. 

Do not think a life spent in the service of 
God will make you miserable; it is not so. 
St. Augustine, who in his youth had been a 
very great sinner, says, “ He who secks God 
secks joy. Let him therefore so seck as to 


joy not in himself, but in the Lord." Ol, 
then, do not harden your heart! Think of 


your crucified Saviour, who suffered so much 
for you! It was for you he died. It was 
for you He shed His blood to the very last 


drop. St. Cyprian represents Satan as boast- : 
ing against Christ, I never spilt one drop of ; 


blood, and I never had a heaven to bestow, 
yet how sinners follow and serve me!” 

Do not let this boast of Satan be true of 
you; but as your Saviour this day lay buried 


TADO DO Md DA Oe er 


i 


— ad 


at Si —— — ——— — — AS A — — ees 


L — — — ͥ a 


The Way of the Cross. 59 


A AS 


Y 


in the tomb, so do you bury your sins with 
Him. 

Begin at once to lead a new life; let all 
your thoughts, your words, and deeds, be 
governed by the thought that, for all, you 
will have one day to give an account. As 
St. Bernard says, “ Your actions in passing 
pass not away; for every good work isa grain 
of seed for eternal life.” 


“ All ye who scek a certain cure 
In trouble or distress, 
Whatever sorrow vex the mind, 
Or guilt the soul oppress : 


Jesus, who gave Himself for you, 
Upon the cross to die, 

Opens to you His sacred Heart,. 
Oh, to that heart draw nigh ! 


Ye hear how kindly He invites ; 
Ye hear His words so blest ;— 

‘All ye that labour, come to Me, 
And I will give you rest.’ 
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What meeker than the Sayiour's heart !-— 
As on the cross He lay, 

It did His murderers forgive, 

And for their pardon pray. 
} 
| 
t 


Jesus! Thou joy of Saints on high? 
Thou hope of sinners here! 
Attracted by those loving words, 
To Thee I lift my prayer. 


Wash Thou my wounds in that pure stream 
Which forth from Thee doth flow ; 

New grace, new hope inspire; a new 
And better heart bestow.” AMEN. 
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LORD, Thy Cross is high and lifted up; 1 
cannot in my own strength ascend it; but 
Thou hast said, “I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto Me.” Draw me, then, 
from my sins to repentance, from darkness to 
faith, from the flesh to the spirit, from cold- 
ness to ardent devotion, from weak beginnings 
to a perfect end, from smooth and open ways, 
if it be Thy will, to higher and holier paths, 
from fear to love, from earth to heaven, from 
myself to Thee! And as Thou hast said, 
“No man can come to Me, except the Father, 
which hath sent Me, draw Him,“ - give unto 
me the Spirit, whom the Father hath sent in 
Thy name, that in Him and through Him, I 
being wholly drawn, may hasten unto Thoe, 
and “go no more out” for ever! 


Amen, Lord Jesus, Amen. 
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By the same Author, 1d. each. 


Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord. 
Seventh Thousand. 


Every Eye shall See Him. 
Twelfth Thousand. 


The Word was made Flesh, and dwelt 
among us. 
Twelfth Thousand. 


Thou shalt call His Name Jesus. 
Third Thousand. 


A Light to Lighten the Gentiles. 
Fifth Thousand, 


Rend your Heart, and nd not your Garments. 
Seventh Thousand. 


He hath borne our Griefs, and carried our 
Orrows. 
Tenth Thousand. 
Is it Nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
1 hirty fifth 1 Thousand. 


He is not here, Lor He is risen. 
Eighth Th Thousand 


IN THE PRESS. 
He was received up into Heaven. 


1 will not leave you Comfortless. 


There are Three that bear record in 
Heaven. 
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